Monster Cities
Newark: 19th Century Urbanization
Grade Level:  8
United States History

Time required:  Two to three 90 minute periods
Objectives: 
Students will be able to:
1. describe the political, economic, and social changes in New Jersey and American society preceding the Civil War, including the early stages of industrialization, the growth of cities, and the political, legal, and social controversies surrounding the expansion of slavery.
2. discuss the economic history of New Jersey, including growth of major industries and businesses. 

3. use primary source documents to analyze the lifestyles of 19th century Newarkers.

4. compare and contrast agrarian and industrial societies as well as rural and urban communities.
	
	Binary Paideia


	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	Agrarian(farm) NJ
	19th Century Newark, NJ
	Industrial(city)NJ

	Traditional Cash Crop economy
	Politeia/Regime
	laissez faire/capitalism 



	White male landowners
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	
Manufacturers-white male business owners

	Slave Labor??
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is
	Industrial Revolution

	Subsistence/Private Enterprise
	Virtue/The highest moral excellence
	Public/Free Enterprise

	
	
	


Key Terms:
Oligarchy

 n.
 a government in which a small group exercises control
Renaissance

 n. 
 a movement or period of great activity  
Industry
 
 n. 
 the businesses that provide a particular product or service

Commerce                   n.
 buying and selling of goods especially on a large scale and between different places.
Era


 n. 
a period of time beginning with some special date or event
Revitalization

 v. 
to give new life or vigor to
Vital


 adj.
of first importance.

Optimism

 n. 
a habit of expecting everything to turn out for the best
Urbanization

 n.
 taking on an urban way of life
Agrarian                      adj. 
of, relating to, or concerned with farmers or farming interests
Background:
The city of Newark (The Brick City), New Jersey is the third oldest major city in the United States. It was founded in 1666 by a group of Puritans from Connecticut led by Robert Treat. Like many other cities developing around this time, Newark became a part of the larger agrarian society. The switch from an agrarian economy began to take place in the early 1800 when the first thriving industry began in Newark. Seth Boyden’s creation of patent leather put Newark on the map and kept it there. His genius, according to the article on Newark found at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newark,_New_Jersey, 

“would eventually allow Newark to manufacture almost 90% of the nation's leather by 1870, bringing in $8.6 million to the city in that year alone.” With this new industry and the construction of the Morris Canal in 1831, Newark’s population increased rapidly and began its ascent to one of the Industrial Age’s monster cities.
In addition to Boyden’s  patent leather, Newark saw the birth of other inventions which would lead to the rise of several booming industries by the end of the 19th century. These industries included plastic, zinc electroplating and electric lamps. Celluloid was created in a factory in Newark by J.W. Hyatt. This type of plastic was used in items such as carriages, billiard balls and dentures. Thomas Edison also had his share of success in Newark. He invented the Universal Stock Ticker, an improved version of the original stock ticker, there in the early 1870s. It was also in Newark that Edison would create the team that would help him in Menlo Park to later create his most famous invention, the light bulb. 
From there on, one could offer an alphabetical list of the varied industries from agricultural implements and axles to wax, whips, wires, wrenches and everything else in between. Making Newark, as 19th century journalist of the Northern Monthly called it, “the third city of the Union in manufacturing importance, employing a capital of ten or eleven millions of dollars and turning out annually manufacturers to the value of twenty-one millions.” (Cunningham 170) Newark provided the south with most of its manufacturing needs, when war started they depended on government contracts. Like many other Americans, some Newarkers felt slavery was a states’ rights issue and believed that the war would cripple Newarkers thriving economy. They were, in fact, divided over the issue of the Civil War. Like most Northern cities at the time, however, they would ultimately support President Lincoln but it was a city divided. 

Newark experienced an even greater industrial boom after the Civil War. The Brick City had such great industrial stature in 19th century America that the city put on its own Industrial Exhibition which ran from August to October of 1872. The exhibition reflected not only the diversification of Newark’s industries but also the extraordinary quality of the craftsmanship. Besides the growing industries, the opening of certain reputable businesses in Newark aided its development as a monster city in 19th century. Insurance companies were transplanted in Newark beginning in 1845 with Mutual Benefit and later in 1873 with John Fairfield Dryden’s Prudential. Newark became an insurance powerhouse and today it is only second in insurance sales to Hartford.  

Despite the booming industry and the bustling aspect of the city there was a balance of industry and culture. Newark was compared to Brooklyn ‘the city of churches’ in 1867. The writer stated “Brooklyn, the ‘city of churches,’ has not so good a title to that sobriquet as Newark has, for there are more churches here than there, in proportion to the population. This in spite of the fact that Brooklyn is empathetically a residence city, while Newark is empathetically a manufacturing town…The longer you look, the thicker the steeples seem to grow.” (Cunningham 169) Newark also became New Jersey’s center for commerce and communication. By the end of the 19th century Newark was a true metropolis with major newspapers, a satisfactory system of street railways, major department stores, and telephones. 
Proof that Newark had become a monster city, came in the form of rebellion against Sunday laws. In the nature of its Puritan origin, prior to the industrial boom, Newark was a place of peaceful calm on the Sabbath. Businesses were closed on Sundays. As the city grew, however, many began to neglect this tradition. The “monster workshop” was kept in motion seven days a week to maintain the economic success. Like New York and other cities of importance, on the brink of the 20th century, Newark also welcomed immigrants from various European nations. Thus by the beginning of the 20th century Newark became a major city in every sense of the words. It remains New Jersey’s largest city and is still center of business, commerce, transportation and diversity. 
Procedures:
I. Previous night’s homework: 
a. Ask students to review previous notes about the Civil War and the Industrial Revolution.
b. Ask students to answer this question in writing, independently: “What makes a city successful or noteworthy?”
II.  Day of Lesson Procedures

a. Then allow them to share their answers with a partner. 
b. Ask students to share their answers with the whole group and record their answers on the board or overhead.  
c. Review the Binary Paideia with the students.  Be sure that the students understand how the Agrarian population and the Industrial population of New Jersey defined themselves.
d. Inform students that they will be learning about one of America’s oldest cities. Also tell them that as they learn about this city they will need to determine whether or not this city measures up to their definitions of a successful or noteworthy city throughout its history and especially during the Industrial Revolution.
e. List the key terms on the board and ask students to define them.
f. Introduce information about urban, rural, agrarian and industrial societies as well as the American south vs. American north. Also introduce information on the Industrial Revolution and its effects on society.
g. Ask students to create two Venn diagrams, one which compares/contrasts rural and urban communities and one which compares/contrasts agrarian and industrial societies.
III.  The Following Day’s Procedures

a. Ask students to work in pairs to determine the causes and effects of the Industrial Revolution. 
b. Help students to locate Newark, NJ on a map of the United States.
c. Read these statements and ask students to write their opinions about each statement. Help students to recognize the drastic difference between the descriptions of Newark in statements A and C. Be sure to say the date when each statement was made. Then ask students to draw conclusions about what might have happened between the time statements A and C were made. 
i. In 1867, a journalist  wrote this description of  Newark, “grand as every hive of industry is grand from such an outlook, beautiful as few cities are…pen can not paint the brilliant scene here presented-the fashionable turnouts, the fast trotters; the beauty, elegance, and wealth displayed on wheels and horseback.”

ii. “It was said "wherever American cities are going, Newark will get there first."” (Kenneth Gibson (first African-American mayor of Newark), 1970)
iii. “[Newark] used to be the city where they manufactured everything, now it's the car theft capital of the world ... there was a factory where somebody was making something on every side street. Now there's a liquor store on every street — a liquor store, a pizza stand, and a seedy storefront church. Everything else is in ruins or boarded up.  The city of Newark stands without serious challenge as the worst [city] of all. It ranked among the worst cities in no fewer than nineteen of twenty-four categories, and it was dead last in nine of them... Newark is a city that desperately needs help. (Harper's, January 1975)”

IV.   The Final Day’s Procedures

a. Print the article found at this website  http://www.ci.newark.nj.us/About_Newark/About_Newark.htm for students.

b. Have them read the article and create a chart in which they will compare and contrast Newark prior to, during and after the Industrial boom.
c. Introduce the following questions: 
i. What makes a city successful or noteworthy? 
ii. Do the criteria for a successful city change over time?
iii. What did the Industrial Revolution mean for Newark, NJ?
iv. Is Newark still enjoying vitality?
v. What caused its demise? 
vi. Can we be proud of what Newark was and what it has become? 
vii. Would you be proud to be a Newarker?
viii. Can the city get back to its 19th century status? Can its current reputation be changed?
d. Ask students to use this website http://www.thirteen.org/newark/history.html to create a flowchart of Newark history.
e. Copy print advertisement on pages 170-171 from the book Newark by John T. Cunningham and ask students to use the ads to draw conclusions about life in 19th century Newark.
f. Copy the article from the Newark Journal by Edward N. Fuller on page 151 of the book Newark by John T. Cunningham entitled “Mechanics and Working-Men of Newark!” Read the article aloud as a whole group.
g.  Then ask students to work in groups of four to analyze the article and answer the questions below:

i. What debate is the article addressing?

ii. What does the journalist say should be Newarkers primary concern regarding the Civil War?

iii. How does Fuller propose that Newarkers take a stand?
iv. Do you suppose that most Newarkers supported or rejected Fuller’s argument? Why or Why Not?
h. Using the article from Procedure #14 and other primary and secondary sources documents, ask students to prepare to debate on either side of the Civil War issue. 
i. Assign half of the class the roles of Newarkers who supported the Civil War          and the other half as Newarkers who did not support the Civil War.
Rules for a Debate
1. Arm yourself with facts.

2. Know your opponent.

3. Attack the issues not the person.

Homework: 
· In a 3 paragraph essay, ask students to answer essential questions F-H. 
· Ask students to identify an award that they would give to the city of Newark, NJ based on its history and ask them to explain the reason for the award. 

Assessment:
· Current Newarkers have recently elected a new mayor, Cory Booker. As with mayors of any major city in the United States, Cory Booker intends to revitalize the city of Newark and bring back its glory days! 
· Divide students into teams of four. Inform them that they have been chosen by the new mayor to research Newark’s history and to present proposals for revitalization and restoration.

· Students must present (in whatever format the teacher chooses) a thorough history of Newark, its current problems and proposals to fix the problems and successfully revitalize the city.

Extension

· Ask students to conduct a modern Industrial Exhibition using products that are still being manufactured in Newark, NJ.
· Ask students to compare and contrast the history of Newark, NJ to another major city or to another Newark.

Resources:
Cunningham, John T. Newark. New Jersey: NJ Historical Society, 1988.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newark,_New_Jersey
http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2005/streetfight/special_overview.html
Official Newark Website
http://www.thirteen.org/newark/history2.html
http://www.gonewark.com/atHome/HistoryandLandmarks/HistoryandLandmarks.asp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Downtown_Newark
http://www.thirteen.org/newark/history2.html 

Other resources have been cited and included throughout lesson.

Keisha Daley
Discovery Fellowship
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